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Warmth In Winter 2019: Woven
LESSON OVERVIEW:

Lessons to Prepare for WnW
LESSON 3: TAPESTRY

Community.
As we talked about last week, we are created for community. And each of us bring our
own gifts and graces to a group of people. Each of us are a strand of thread and when
you put us together, a beautiful tapestry can be created.
What are the communities that your youth are a part of? Do they know the gifts that
they bring? Do we allow them the opportunity to explore those gifts? How can we
better prepare them to use these gifts and to be made aware of them?
Before you begin to teach this lesson, think about the ways that you are a part of the
community that you are in, whether it be in the local community that you live in, the
church that you are a part of, or even your family and friends. What gifts do you bring?
Are they diﬀerent in the diﬀerent settings that you exist in? Who helped you understand
the gifts that you had were unique to you, and that you add a unique element?
The fact is, each of us brings diﬀerent gifts to the table, and each of those gifts are
needed. This doesn’t mean that you use the same gifts in the diﬀerent parts of the
community, but it does mean that you have something to oﬀer and without your unique
perspective or gift, we find that the tapestry is missing something.
We never know until we actually live into the gifts and graces that we have been given
how God is going to use those gifts and graces to stir up a revolution that could
change the world. What if you were that one element that was missing? What if your
gifts could be added to others and spur a new movement of love that could change not
just you, but the people around you?
This lesson is meant to remind each of us, students and adults alike, that we need
each other, and that in community, a tapestry of love can be created that can and does
and will change the world, if only we will let God move through it.
LESSON OBJECTIVES:
We each have unique gifts to oﬀer the world and the community that we exist within.
SCRIPTURE:
Ephesians 4:1-16
SUPPLIES:
- Post-It
- Crayons
- Timer
- A notecard for each person (unlined notecards are the best option)
- Pens
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THE BEFORE & AFTER:
Text Message Question
We’ve provided a couple of diﬀerent text message questions to send out to your
teenagers prior to your meeting. Feel free to use one or both of the questions below. As
with the rest of the curriculum, edit these questions to fit the needs of your ministry.

• What gifts do you bring to your group of friends? (Add your own tag about seeing
them at youth group)

GETTING THINGS STARTED:
As you begin your lesson, welcome your teenagers and invite them into your meeting
area. Open in prayer, and then SAY SOMETHING LIKE:
Over the last several weeks, we have talked about being connected to the single thread
and resting in the care of the Shepherd that the thread represents; and we have talked
about how a cord of three is not easily broken and how we are meant to be in
community with one another and holding one other accountable. Today, we move from
the singular and the group of three to the community as a whole.
To start today, I want you to get in groups of 6-8 people (or divide them into groups of
6-8 people). I am going to give each person in the group a different colored crayon and
ask that you get in a line.
(Place the sheet of paper about 10 ft in front of the line)
Now, you cannot trade places in line nor can you trade crayons. Your task is to make a
picture of a farm (or whatever is good for your group) as a team. The catch is that each
of you only have 15 seconds at the sheet of paper to use your color and you only get to
go once, so use your 15 seconds wisely.
BODY PICTURE (Taken from Insight Youth Resources)
Instructions:
- Divide the group into teams of 6-8 people.
- Give each person a diﬀerent color crayon and have them get in a line.
- Place a large piece of paper about 10 ft from the where the line starts. (Using the big
post-it paper is good because then you can hang it on the wall when they finish)
- Tell them that they cannot change places in line, nor can they change crayons.
- The task, at hand, is to draw a picture in a unique way.
- The picture can be anything that you want it to be, but a farm is an idea
- The first person in line takes their crayon and runs to the paper and draws for 15
seconds.
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- Then the second person in line takes their crayon and draws for 15 seconds, and so
on until everyone has gone.

- At the end of the game, have every team display their drawings. They may need to
explain their work.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE:
Now that everyone has gone, why don’t we see what you have drawn. (hang all of them
around the room, some may need some explaining, allow them the space to explain)
1.
2.
3.
4.

How easy with this task?
What would have made this challenge easier?
What would have made it more challenging or impossible?
How does this game or this drawing of the farm help you understand the importance
of your uniqueness on a team?

SAY SOMETHING LIKE:
In our lesson today, we are going to talk about what it means to be in community with
one another. On one side of the back of the paper that your drawing is on. As a team, I
want you to write down what you think it means to be in community with one another, or
what it means to be the Body of Christ.
Let them share.
I am going to give each group a diﬀerent scripture to read and I want you to write down
what your scripture says about being the body of Christ on the other side of the paper)

-

1 Corinthians 12:12-31
Romans 12:4-8
Ephesians 4: 1-16
Ephesians 4:25-32
Colossians 3:12-15
(For a larger group, you can give smaller portions of the scriptures)

Hang all of them next to each other- and have the groups share 2 things from their list
that they found
Ask:
1. How did our original definitions of what the body of Christ meant compare to what
scripture tells us the Body of Christ is?
2. Are there any descriptions that overlap from one scripture to the next? Any themes?
SAY SOMETHING LIKE:
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As we see, there are lots of way that we can be a community or a body of Christ, one
way though is to recognize the gifts that we bring to the table and to also help someone
else recognize the gifts that they bring.

MOVIE CLIP: ARTHUR CHRISTMAS (Optional)
One way to see this in action is in the movie, Arthur Christmas.
At the very beginning of the film, Arthur Christmas, we find that Santa has two sons,
Steve and Arthur. Arthur loves what he does, he reads letters written to Santa and writes
back to those children. His brother, Steve, was the son who would become Santa, when
Santa retired, he is also in charge of all operations. Arthur was the one whom everyone
saw as clumsy. He wasn’t efficient like Steve either. After all present deliveries were
complete that night, it was found that one child was missed. After having several set
backs, Arthur completes that drop with the help of one of the elves, and in this clip, we
find all of the Santas (Arthur, Santa, and Steve) watching the little girl open her present.
Synopsis of the Clip: As each of them watch the little girl, Santa realizes that Arthur
has a gift that Steve does not have. He cares very deeply for the children. His gift is
love, and as Arthur watches the child, Santa realizes that Arthur is Santa, and that even
in his clumsiness, Arthur is the man who should continue the tradition and Steve
realizes the same thing. Steve also realizes that his gift is organization and becomes
the COO of North Pole Operations.
(The video clip can be found on the WnW Lessons Page on www.warmthinwinter.com)
ASK:
• What were the gifts that Steve brought? What were the gifts that Arthur brought?
• What did it take for Steve to recognize what his gift was? What did it take for him to
recognize that maybe he could acquire the skills needed over time, but that Arthur
naturally had the gift?
• How does this clip connect us to the scriptures that we just read?
• In our community of faith here in this room, what gifts do you see in another?

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY:
As a way of recognizing the gifts that God has given us, I want you to get back into your
groups of 8 people (if you have a really small group, you can do this all together, but
this can take some time with a lot of people). I am going to give each person a
notecard, and I want you to turn it sideways, and ask that you write your name at the
bottom of the card, then pass your card to the person to your left.
As each of you receive the notecard of another person, you will write something good
that they bring to the group at the top and then fold it just enough to cover your words,
so the next person has enough room to write (if you run out of room on the front you
can turn it over to the back).
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When your notecard gets back to you, there will be several diﬀerent things on there that
you bring to the group.
The point is we all have diﬀerent gifts that we bring to the table, just as we all brought a
diﬀerent color to the drawing of the farm. There are no gifts that are too small, or no
colors that are too weak or too vibrant. Each color was needed, just as each of your
gifts are needed in this community of faith, in the body of Christ as a whole, and in the
world that we live in.
TAKE A STEP FURTHER:

- You could have your students take a Spiritual Gifts Inventory. Some may not be

-

aware of what gifts God has given them. We’ve included one developed by Russell
Casteel, Executive Director of Camp and Retreat Ministries for the Tennessee
Conference. Russell created this version for NAVIGATE 2018. NAVIGATE is a retreat
for middle, high school, and college students exploring their call to ministry.
You could also continue this conversation in weeks following by talking about the
Body of Christ and unity: “when one suﬀers, we all suﬀer. When one rejoices, we all
rejoice…(1 Cor 12:26)”, “We are all in this together,” Etc.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER
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GIFTS ASSESSMENT
Updated for Navigate, Discernment Retreat Fall 2018
How can our faith be bold and joyous? How can we serve Jesus with such passion today? "Spiritual gifts" are a
crucial, often neglected part of the answer.
God's supreme gift to people are our gifts, which are a reflection of God’s creativity. Now that creative Spirit
lives in us (1 Corinthians 3:16), and wants to use us to lead others to follow Jesus. Gifts are to the church what
organs and limbs are to the human body. When we learn about spiritual gifts, we discover the anatomy of the
church, the body of Christ.
Our gifts are God's tools, provided to help us grow in our faith. When we identify our God-given gifts and
abilities, we know better how to serve our neighbors. We are empowered by God's Spirit to accomplish God's
will for our lives. We live and share the Christian faith with joy.

Who has gifts?
According to scripture, every person has at least one spiritual gift (1 Cor 12:7, 11; Eph 4:7), given by God. It’s
likely that no person has every spiritual gift (1 Cor 12:12, 27, 29-30) but we can strive for it.. Our gifts differ
from each other (Ro 12:3-6a).

What are the "spiritual gifts"?
The New Testament includes three lists of spiritual gifts. In Romans 12:3-8 we encounter seven gifts:
• "prophecy;" serving; teaching; encouraging; "contributing to the needs of others;" leadership; mercy
In 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 we find nine gifts:
• wisdom; knowledge; faith; healing; miraculous powers; prophecy; distinguishing between spirits; "speaking in
different kinds of tongues;" "the interpretation of tongues"
And in Ephesians 4:11 we discover five gifts:
• apostles; prophets; evangelists; pastors; teachers (some interpreters see pastors and teachers these as two separate
gifts, though the Greek syntax seems to indicate that they are one function)
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This gifts discovery tool does not include the so-called "sign" gifts (healing, miracles, tongues, interpretation of
tongues) not because they do not happen but because we want to evaluate common context of our gifts and
graces. Combining the various lists, this gifts discovery tool catalogues 18 different gifts and just a few of their
MANY manifestations.
• administration: organizing people effectively (managing, directing, leading, creating)
• apostleship: adapting to a different culture; potentially to do ministry outside of culture born into (foreign travel, peace
corps, language studies, mission and non profit travel)
• discernment: distinguishing truth from error or nonsense (graduate study, scientific study, reading and research)
• evangelism: sharing the gospel effectively and passionately (preaching, youth ministry, church work)
• exhortation: encouraging other people (counseling, therapy, teaching, education)
• faith: following a life of discipleship in service to God and neighbor (lifelong learning, ministry, public service, cultural
studies)
• giving: investing with unusual sacrifice and joy in God's peaceable kingdom (finance studies, non profit work,
accounting, service work)
• hospitality: using your resources to help others (cooking, hotel/restaurant service, realty, interior designing, architect,
home design, non profit work)
• intercession: praying with unusual passion and effectiveness; stepping in constantly to help (calling to deeper spiritual
life, prayer circles/services, journaling/writing, gathering of people)
• knowledge: discerning and sharing the truth with those in need (teaching, education, lifelong learning, graduate school,
research, medical school)
• leadership: motivating and inspiring others to serve and use their gifts (ANYTHING)
• mercy: showing grace to hurting people with unusual passion (non profit, medicine, ministry)
• music: sharing truth and love with unusual effectiveness in song, word, and instrument
• prophecy: preaching/using words with personal passion and effectiveness in a public way (ministry, teaching, preaching,
social justice)
• serving: meeting practical needs with unusual sacrifice and joy (hospitality, service, mission, ministry, medicine, social
justice)
• shepherding: helping others grow in who they are; helping others grow spiritually (teaching, mission, leadership,
management)
• teaching: explaining truth with unusual effectiveness (anything that teaches, instructs)
• wisdom: relating truth to practical life with great effectiveness; using one’s experience to help others (anything that
applies life experiences to helping others: teaching, counseling, or in any vocation)

Whether we are "gifted" in these areas or not, we are responsible to works towards developing ourselves and
gifts as best we can! Those with spiritual gifts in certain areas will typically be called to lead the rest of us in
these areas, and will model them with great effectiveness. Those I have known who possess the gift of
evangelism, for example, encourage me to share my faith when they demonstrate their gift in action. Those with
© Russell C. Casteel, TNUMC Camp and Retreat Ministry 2019

3

the gift of serving will take the initiative to help in this area, and will show the rest of us how to serve with joy.
Teachers have helped me learn. Doctors have shepherded me and cared for me. Scientists have give me a
curiosity to learn more about the world.
The spiritual gifts, then, do not confine our service only to the areas where we are gifted. Rather, they point the
way to ministries where we will lead and serve with our greatest passion and joy.

What are my spiritual gifts?
The following assessment is based on the belief that our passions and opportunities indicate the spiritual gifts
that we currently have (knowing that through time they may grow and change!). Our passions indicate those
areas of service which correspond with our desires, abilities, and interests; we may or may not have used these
passions in ministry to this point in our lives. Our opportunities show us areas where God may have opened
doors of service to us, and may indicate areas of spiritual giftedness.
This assessment will help guide you in the process of identifying these gifts. Perhaps if your scores are
consistent it means you are consistently developed in your gifts; if there are 3 or 4 that stand out those are likely
your strongest gifts. It is also possible that if you have scores of “20” or more on several gifts that those best
define you. Lastly, it’s not a test! It’s just an assessment of possibility.
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INSTRUCTIONS: Read each statement and then rate yourself based on your perception as to how true each
statement is about yourself.
5 – Almost always true 4 - Often true 3 - Sometimes true 2 – Seldom true 1 – Almost never true
______ 1. People often tell me that I am a good organizer of groups and committees.
______ 2. Traveling and experiencing different cultures excites me.
______ 3. When I hear a sermon or Bible study, I can discern what they are trying to say and how it applies to
me.
______ 4. I get excited at the prospect of talking to someone about scripture and the bible.
______ 5. I look for ways to speak a positive word to people, especially when they are lonely or hurting.
______ 6. I seem to be able to trust God in hard times, even when others struggle with their faith.
______ 7. I enjoy paying attention to money and contributing financially to the needs of others.
______ 8. I love opening my home to others and giving them things they need.
______ 9. When I hear about a need or problem, my first response is usually to pray.
______ 10. I seem to have a gift for understanding what the Bible means by study and discernment.
______ 11. I find great joy in helping a group of people define and achieve their goals.
______ 12. I especially enjoy helping underprivileged people.
______ 13. I especially enjoy using my musical abilities to help people.
______ 14. I find great joy in proclaiming the word of God in public.
______ 15. I am happiest when I work behind the scenes.
______ 16. I have a deep desire to help other people become disciples of Jesus.
______ 17. I find great joy in teaching other people about things they don’t know alot about.
______ 18. When I read something meaningful, I can usually tell how it relates to our problems in society
today.
______ 19. When I am part of a disorganized group, I become frustrated and want to help.
______ 20. I seem to adapt to different languages and environments more easily than other people.
______ 21. I am very concerned about helping people distinguish truth from falsehoods.
______ 22. I look for opportunities to share the a good word with people who seem to need it.
______ 23. I enjoy sending notes and cards to encourage people.
______ 24. Others seem to be inspired by my strong faith.
______ 25. I look for ways to invest my resources in the building up of good things and community.
______ 26. I enjoy preparing meals and decorations to make an event successful.
______ 27. Spending significant time in prayer is a very important part of my ministry.
______ 28. I especially enjoy studying things and discovering their applications to life.
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______ 29. I become frustrated when a group does not have a clear purpose and strategy.
______ 30. My heart goes out to people who are suffering, and I want to help heal them.
______ 31. I am drawn to situations which enable me to use my musical gifts.
______ 32. I sense that the Holy Spirit uses me when I communicate in public about my life.
______ 33. I don't seem to get as weary in doing tedious work as others.
______ 34. I would be willing to invest a significant amount of time in helping a small
group of people grow closer to God.
______ 35. I sense that the Holy Spirit uses me when I teach others about God.
______ 36. I seem to have a gift for finding truth which meets the practical needs of others.
______ 37. I can often see the end from the beginning, and know what steps to take to
accomplish a goal.
______ 38. I get excited at the thought of living in a different culture for the purpose of
helping the world.
______ 39. People often ask me to help them when they need to know the right thing to do.
______ 40. I am willing to take personal risks for the sake of sharing the gospel with others.
______ 41. I have a strong desire to counsel hurting people.
______ 42. I feel as if I consistently see the purpose of God in the circumstances of my life.
______ 43. I find great joy in knowing that my financial gifts will help other people.
______ 44. I often invite people to my home/community and enjoy serving them there.
______ 45. I find great joy in spending a significant amount of time in prayer.
______ 46. Other people often ask me to help them understand subjects we are studying together.
______ 47. When I become involved in a group, its members often ask me to lead.
______ 48. I enjoy serving in hospitals, shelters, nursing homes, and benevolent ministries.
______ 49. People tell me that my musical gifts help them worship God.
______ 50. When I speak in public, I seem to have a gift for connecting things I have learned to the needs of
those who listen to me.
______ 51. I find joy in helping people meet their practical needs.
______ 52. When I join a group, I feel responsible for helping the other members.
______ 53. When I teach scripture, I seem to have a gift for connecting biblical truth to
the lives of those who listen to me.
______ 54. In a group setting, others seem to look to me for counsel.
______ 55. People often ask me to help organize groups and accomplish goals.
______ 56. I would be willing to make personal sacrifices for the sake of helping people
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in different countries.
______ 57. My impressions of people's character and intentions are usually proven right.
______ 58. When I share my faith with people, they often seem to respond positively.
______ 59. People who have come to me for encouragement and comfort often tell me that
I have helped them.
______ 60. When I find myself in difficult circumstances, I welcome them as an opportunity
to watch God work through other people and the world.
______ 61. When I hear about a ministry opportunity, I get excited about the chance to contribute.
______ 62. I see my house and my “stuff” as a significant way I can help others.
______ 63. People know of my personal commitment to prayer ministry, and often call on me
to pray for them.
______ 64. I enjoy writing and sharing the insights I have gained from my learning.
______ 65. I seem to have a gift for motivating and guiding groups of people to accomplish their goals. I
sometimes think of doing public service or leading my own business.
______ 66. I am deeply concerned for those who are going through hard times.
______ 67. When I perform musically, I can sense that the Holy Spirit is using me.
______ 68. When I proclaim God's word in public, people tell me that they hear God speak
to them through me.
______ 69. I feel that God wants me to help the church by meeting the practical and
physical needs of others.
______ 70. I am concerned about the spiritual maturity of those I know.
______ 71. People tell me that they hear God speak through me when I teach.
______ 72. When I have a problem, I can usually find the wisdom I need.
______ 73. I enjoy opportunities to use my organizational skills.
______ 74. I am drawn to opportunities to serve in a different culture.
______ 75. I have learned to trust my intuition in knowing truth from falsehood.
______ 76. I am able to share my faith very naturally and easily.
______ 77. I am naturally able to find a way to comfort hurting people.
______ 78. I am consistently confident that purpose will be fulfilled in my life and circumstances.
______ 79. I am drawn to opportunities where my financial resources can make a difference.
______ 80. I enjoy ministries or opportunities which need help with hospitality and set up.
______ 81. I am excited about spending time in prayer with other people.
______ 82. I am drawn to deep research and studying of various subjects that interest me.
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______ 83. When I lead a group, people affirm the effectiveness of my work.

______ 84. When I am involved in benevolent ministry, people affirm the effectiveness of my work.
______ 85. I find great joy in glorifying God through my musical abilities.
______ 86. I am drawn to opportunities to speak in public.
______ 87. I enjoy serving God by meeting the routine needs of the church and her people.
______ 88. I am drawn to groups of people whom I can help to grow spiritually.
______ 89. I enjoy opportunities to teach God's word to others.
______ 90. I am drawn to opportunities to help people solve their problems by discovering
the biblical truth they need.
__91. My strongest desire is to see the lost come to know Jesus Christ as their savior.
__92. Many of my prayers for others have been answered by the Lord.
__93. I enjoy helping others get their work done and don’t need a lot of public recognition.
__94. People respect my opinion and follow my direction.
__95. I feel that entertaining guests in my home is an important ministry.
__96. I respond cheerfully when asked to do a job, however menial it may be.
__97. I’m comfortable making important decisions, even under pressure.
__98. I can sense when the Holy Spirit is present.
__99. I often exercise my faith through prayer and God answers my prayers in exciting ways.
__100. I help people understand themselves, their relationships, and God through artistic expression (including
music).
__101. Through my faith and prayers, God has opened doors that would otherwise be impossible.
__102. People say I am gifted with my hands.
__103. People often seek me out to pray for their physical healing.
__104. I am excited to give money that I earn with hard work.
__105. I would enjoy working with the “unfortunate” and the “have-nots” who are usually ignored by most
people.
__106. I often have insight into the right choices to make in very complex circumstances.
__107. In counseling situations I sometimes have an instant awareness.
__108. I often am involved in encouraging discouraged people.
__109. Teaching others about what I’ve learned in the Bible is very fulfilling to me.
__110. I have helped Christians who have struggled in their faith.
__111. I would be excited to share the gospel and form new groups of Christians in areas where there aren’t
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many churches.
__112. I am willing to leave the comforts of my surroundings in order to minister to people of another nation.
__113. During church services I frequently sense the needs in the congregation.
__114. I get frustrated when others don’t seem to share their faith with unbelievers as much as I
__115. Others have told me my prayers for them have been answered in tangible ways.

TURN TO THE LAST PAGE AND POST YOUR NUMBERS, THEN ADD THEIR TOTALS BESIDE THE
HEADINGS.
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ANSWER SHEET & SUMMARY PAGE
Pencil your numbers from the above questions next to each question number, then add next to each gift (letter).
0 – Not at All

1 – Little

2 – Some

3 – Always

1

24

47

70

93

A. Helps

2

25

48

71

94

B. Leadership

3

26

49

72

95

C. Hospitality

4

27

50

73

96

D. Service

5

28

51

74

97

E. Administration

6

29

52

75

98

F. Discerning

7

30

53

76

99

G. Faith

8

31

54

77

100

H. Creative
Communications

9

32

55

78

101

I. Miracles

10

33

56

79

102

J. Craftsmanship

11

34

57

80

103

K. Healing

12

35

58

81

104

L. Giving

13

36

59

82

105

M. Mercy

14

37

60

83

106

N. Wisdom

15

38

61

84

107

O. Knowledge

16

39

62

85

108

P. Exhortation

17

40

63

86

109

Q. Teaching

18

41

64

87

110

R. Pastor
(Shepherding)

19

42

65

88

111

S. Apostleship

20

43

66

89

112

T. Missionary
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21

44

67

90

113

U. Prophesy

22

45

68

91

114

V. Evangelist

23

46

69

92

115

W. Prayer

1.

Using the 0, 1, 2, 3 scale as described on page 1, rate each of the 115 statements on the

assessment. Transfer the rating for each of the 115 statements to the summary grid, above.
2.

Add each row straight across and put the total in the total column.

3.

Circle the items in the GIFTS column that correspond to the three highest totals and transfer your

three highest scoring gifts to the spaces provided below.

NOTE: DO NOT TURN IN THIS ASSESSMENT. KEEP FOR YOUR OWN REFERENCE.

MY SPIRITUAL GIFTS
1.

2.

3.
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